Mandatory bone scans for the assessment of extremity loss in meningococcal septicaemia?
Meningococcal septicaemia can cause progressive necrosis of skin, soft tissue and bone. Successful limb reconstruction following the disease depends on an accurate assessment of the viability of these tissues and on a multidisciplinary team approach to ensure optimal care. However, bone scanning is not commonly performed in these patients. We present a case of meningococcal septicaemia where bone scanning significantly altered the management by demonstrating an extensive area of bone necrosis proximal to the soft-tissue necrosis. In view of this finding, we propose that bone scanning should be considered in all cases of meningococcal septicaemia where there is tissue necrosis affecting a limb, and that the radiologist should be considered a vital member of the multidisciplinary team.